46-6 Homecoming win improves Dragons to 4-2
Written by Chris Lee

Coach John Zilla entered last week hoping the festivities of the week wouldn’t distract the
Holyoke Dragon football team heading into the Friday night, Oct. 5 Homecoming game against
Yuma.

The Dragons looked anything but distracted once they stepped foot on the frozen turf last Friday
night as they ran right past the visiting Indians 46-6 to claim their fourth win in a row.

“It was a fantastic win for the kids and the football program,” Zilla said of Friday night’s victory.
“They played four great quarters.”

The win came on a chilly day—one in which Holyoke received its first snow of the season
making for a cold night. A nice crowd packed into the stadium and huddled under blankets to
watch the game.

The Homecoming blowout improves the Dragons’ record to 4-2 on the season and 4-0 in
conference play.

The Dragons will host a tough Limon team Friday, Oct. 12 in a non league bout. The Badgers
come in with a 6-0 record. Kickoff is slated for 7 p.m.
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Bradley Cumming breaks loose last Friday
during Holyoke’s win over Yuma.

—Enterprise photo

Dragons hang 40 in first half

Holyoke nearly entered the second half of play Friday night with a running clock as they led
40-6. With about 5:30 left in the third quarter, Bradley Cumming had a 28-yard touchdown run to
push the Holyoke lead to 40 which began the running clock. The second half was short as the
Dragons managed to keep Yuma from scoring to come away with the 46-6 win.

The Dragons won the toss but deferred the opening kick to the Indians, so it was the Dragon
defense taking the field first.

After moving towards midfield, Brett Cumming picked off the Indian quarterback to set up the
first scoring drive of the night for Holyoke.

Three plays later, the senior tailback ran in from the 18 yard line for the first time. A PAT attempt
was no good.

Holyoke’s next score came with just under five minutes left in the opening period. Brett crossed
the goal line for the second time—this time from 10 yards out. The Dragons’ two-point attempt
was no good.
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Holyoke got the ball back after Yuma turned it over on downs with just about two minutes left in
the opening quarter. Brett Cumming took the handoff at his own 21 yard line and hustled 79
yards to pay dirt. Dylan Kotch added the two-point conversion giving the Dragons a 20-0 lead.

The Indians managed to get on the scoreboard on the ensuing kickoff. A squib kick got loose,
throwing Holyoke’s kick coverage off a bit. Yuma’s Monty Veliz picked up the ball and returned it
to the house for the visitors’ first points of the game. Holyoke blocked the PAT and led 20-6 with
1:46 left in the first quarter.

Holyoke began the next drive on its 42 yard line. After a three yard run by Kotch, TJ Gertner
connected with Logan Tharp for a 30-yard bomb down to Yuma’s 25 yard line. From there,
Bradley Cumming scampered into the end zone for a touchdown. Kotch ran in the two-point
conversion, giving Holyoke a 28-6 advantage with under a minute left in the first quarter.

The Dragons increased the lead to 34-6 on the legs of Kotch in the second quarter. On a first
down at the Yuma 42, Kotch busted loose for a 41-yard run down to the one yard line. From
there he bulled his way into the end zone for his first touchdown of the night. Holyoke failed to
convert the two-point conversion.

Two minutes later, Brett Cumming crossed the goal line for the fourth time after a 56-yard
touchdown run. The two-point try was no good and with 4:16 left, Holyoke led 40-6.
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Brett Cumming falls forward after a nice gain Friday night. The senior tailback finished
with 184 rushing
yards during Holyoke’s 46-6 Homecoming win over Yuma.

—Enterprise photo

The Dragon defense forced the Indians to punt, but Holyoke turned the ball back over on a
fumble with just over two minutes left in the half.

Yuma turned the ball back over on downs and the Dragons managed to run out the clock.

“It was a great overall win for our offense and defense,” Zilla said.

On offense, Gertner only threw two balls—both of which were completed to Tharp. Yuma had a
tough time stopping the Dragon running attack so that’s what Holyoke stuck with. Zilla said the
Indians seemed to key in on Bradley which opened the door for Brett and Kotch who both ran
for over 100 yards.

The junior varsity players saw a lot of playing time and Zilla was pleased with their effort as they
continued to run the ball well and hold Yuma out of the end zone.

Holyoke will look to continue their winning streak Friday night at Max Bernard Field. Limon will
show the Dragons a variety of formations.

Zilla said the team must take the remaining three games one game at a time. “We can’t
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overlook things,” he said. Even though Friday’s game is a non league bout, it is still important to
show up and play hard—especially against a tough team like Limon.

“They attack the ball hard,” Zilla said of Limon. “The linebackers run down the field and attack
hard. It’ll be a good test for both teams to see where we stand.”

Stats recorded

The Dragons rang up 473 yards of total offense during the Homecoming win over Yuma.
Gertner was two for two throwing for 59 yards and no interceptions. Both of his throws went to
Tharp.

On the ground, Holyoke chewed up 414 total yards. Brett Cumming led the team with 184 yards
on nine carries. He also scored four touchdowns.

Kotch also went over the century mark with 107 yards on 11 carries. He had one touchdown
and two two-point conversion runs.

Others carrying the ball were Bradley Cumming 6-82 (two touchdowns), Marques Harvey 5-22,
Nick Ortner 3-12 and Tito Fierro 3-7. Gertner and Saul Ramos each carried the ball one time.

On defense, Tharp led the team with 19 tackles. Hermosillo was the only other player in double
digits with 16. Fifteen Dragons recorded tackles in last Friday’s win.

Brett Cumming had one interception and Ortner recovered a fumble.
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Wyatt Powell blocked the Indians’ extra point try in the second quarter. Powell also punted the
ball twice with a long of 30 yards.

Holyoke’s Alfredo Santos (78) brings down Yuma’s
Monty Veliz (2) during the Homecoming game in Holyoke.
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Other North Central action reported

Other North Central Conference teams played last week. Wray beat Wiggins 14-7, Highland
beat Cornerstone Christian Academy 27-0 and Resurrection Christian beat Calhan 42-6.
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